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The  North  Carolina  Awards  were  instituted  by  the 
1961  General  Assembly,  which  acted  on  the  idea  of 
the  late  Dr.  Robert  Lee  Humber  of  Greenville,  then 
State  Senator  from  Pitt  County.  The  purpose  of  the 
Awards,  as  set  forth  in  the  statutes,  is  to  recognize 
"notable  accomplishments  by  North  Carolina  citizens 
in  the  fields  of  scholarships,  research,  the  fine  arts 
and  public  leadership."  It  is  the  highest  honor  the 
state  can  bestow. 
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The  North  Carolina  Award  was  designed  by  the  eminent  sculptor  Paul  Manship  and  was  one  of  his  last 


before  his  death- 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2010  with  funding  from 

University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hil 


http://www.archive.org/details/northcarolinaawa1986nort 


The  North  Carolina  Awards  are  the  highest  honor 
our  State  can  bestow.  Created  in  1961  by  the  General 
Assembly,  the  award  is  given  yearly  to  men  and 
women  who  have  made  significant  contributions  in 
science,  literature,  fine  arts,  and  public  service. 

On  behalf  of  all  North  Carolinians  I  congratulate 
the  1986  award  recipients  for  their  outstanding 
achievements.  The  citizens  of  our  State  can  be  proud 
to  have  in  their  midst  such  distinguished  individuals. 
North  Carolina  is  a  better  place  because  they  have 
given  of  their  time,  talent,  and  intelligence. 


MESSAGE  FROM 
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23^*^  North  Carolina  Awards 


Dinner  and  Awards  Presentation 

The  Raleigh  Marriott 
November  21,  1986 


Welcome 

The  Honorable  Patric  G.  Dorsey,  Secretary 
North  Carolina  Department  of  Cultural  Resources 

Presentation  of  Colors 

United  States  Marine  Corps 

2nd  Marine  Division 

Camp  Lejeune,  North  Carolina 

Pledge  of  Allegiance 

Major  General  D.J.  Murphy 
Commanding  General 
2nd  Marine  Division 
Camp  Lejeime,  North  C8u-olina 

Invocation 

Reverend  J.  Malloy  Owen 

Jarvis  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 

Greenville,  North  Carolina 

Remarks 

The  Honorable  James  E.  Holshouser,  Jr.,  Chairman 
North  Carolina  Awards  Committee 

Presentation 

The  Honorable  James  G.  Martin,  Governor 
State  of  North  Carolina 


Video  Documentation  Program 
Department  of  Cultural  Resources 


Music  Provided  by  the  North  CaroUna  Symphony 
String  Quartet 

Wines  provided  by  the  Franciscan  Vineyards  and 
Guenoc  Vineyards  with  the  assistance  of  East  Caro- 
lina Distributing  Company,  Raleigh  and  New  Bern 


James  E.  Holshouser,  Jr.,  Chairman  THE  NORTH 

^nfpetf™  CAROLINA 

Dr.  Anthony  Abbott  AWARDS 

JohnEhle  COMMITTEE 


1964 

John  N.  Couch 

Science 

Inglis  Fletcher 

Literature 

John  Motley  Morehead 

Public  Service 

Clarence  Poe 

Public  Service 

Francis  Speight 

Fine  Arts 


1965 

Frank  P.  Graham 

Public  Service 

Paul  Green 

Literature 

Gerald  W.  Johnson 

Literature 

Hunter  Johnson 

Fine  Arts 

Frederick  A.  Wolf 

Science 


1968 

Robert  Lee  Humber 

Public  Service 

Hobson  Pittman 

Fine  Arts 

Vermont  C.  Royster 

Literature 

Charles  Phillips  Russel 

Literature 

Stanley  G.  Stephens 

Science 


1969 

Kenneth  M.  Brinkhous 

Science 

May  Gordon  Latham 

Kellenberger 
Public  Service 
Ovid  Williams  Pierce 
Literature 

Charles  W.  Stanford,  Jr. 
Fine  Arts 


1972 

Sidney  Alderman  Blackmer 

Fine  Arts 

Edward  E.  Davis,  Jr. 

Science 

John  Ehle 

Literature 

William  Dallas  Herring 

Public  Service 

Harold  Hotelling 

Science 


1973 

Helen  Smith  Bevington 

Literature 

Ellis  Brevier  Cowling 

Science 

Burke  Davis 

Literature 
Sam  J.  Ervin 

Public  Service 
Kenneth  Ness 

Fine  Arts 


1976 

Romare  Bearden 

Fine  Arts 

C.  Clark  Cockerham 

Science 

Foster  Fitz-Simons 

Fine  Arts 

Juanita  M.  Kreps 

Public  Service 

Richard  Walser 

Literature 


1977 

Elizabeth  Duncan  Koontz 

Public  Service 

Reginald  Glennis  Mitchiner 

Science 

Reynolds  Price 

Literature 

Joseph  Curtis  Sloane 

Fine  Arts 

Jonathan  Williams 

Fine  Arts 


PAST 
RECIPIENTS 


1981 

Adeline  McCall 

Fine  Arts 

Glen  Rounds 

Literature 

Ralph  H.  Scott 

Public  Service 

Vivian  T.  Stannett 

Science 

Tom  Wicker 

Literature 


1982 

Selma  Hortense  Burke 

Fine  Arts 

Nancy  Winbon  Chase 

Public  Service 

Floyd  W.  Denny,  Jr. 

Science 

Willie  Snow  Ethridge 

Literature 

R.  Phillip  Hanes,  Jr. 

Fine  Arts 


1966 

Bernice  Kelly  Harris 

Literature 

Luther  H.  Hodges 

Public  Service 

A.  G.  Odell,  Jr. 

Fine  Arts 

Oscar  K.  Rice 

Science 


1967 

Albert  Coates 

Public  Service 

Jonathan  Daniels 

Literature 

Carl  W.  Gottschalk 

Science 

Benjamin  F.  Swalin 

Fine  Arts 

Hiram  Houston  Merritt 

Science 


1970 

Philip  Handler 

Science 

Frances  Gray  Patton 

Literature 

Henry  C.  Pearson 
Fine  Arts 
Terry  Sanford 

Public  Service 


1971 

Guy  Owen 

Literature 

James  H.  Semans 

Fine  Arts 

Mary  Duke  Biddle  TVent  Semans 

Fine  Arts 

Capus  Waynick 

Public  Service 

James  Edwin  Webb 

Science 


1974 

William  C.  Fields 

Fine  Arts 

Thad  G.  Stem,  Jr. 

Literature 

Ellen  Black  Winston 

Public  Service 

James  B.  Wyngaarden 

Science 


1975 

Doris  W.  Betts 

Literature 

John  L.  Etchells 

Science 

William  C.  Friday 

Public  Service 
Robert  Ward 

Fine  Arts 


1978 

Robert  Robey  Garvey,  Jr. 

Public  Service 

Henry  L.  Kamphoefher 

Fine  Ax ts 

David  Coston  Sabiston,  Jr. 

Science 

Harriet  L.  Tynes 

Public  Service 

Manly  Wade  Wellman 

Literature 


1979 

Archie  K.  Davis 

Public  Service 
John  D.  deButts 
Public  Service 
Harry  Golden 
Literature 
Walter  Gordy 
Science 
Sam  Ragan 
Fine  Arts 


1980 

Fred  Chappell 

Literature 

George  H.  Hitchings 

Science 

Robert  Lindgren 

Fine  Arts 

Dan  K.  Moore 

Public  Service 

Jeanelle  C.  Moore 

Public  Service 


1983 

Heather  Ross  Miller 

Literature 
Frank  Guthrie 
Science 

Mary  Dalton 
Fine  Arts 
Harry  Dalton 
Fine  Arts 
Hugh  Morton 
Public  Service 


1984 

George  Watts  Hill 

Public  Service 

Robert  L.  Hill 

Science 

Maud  Gatewood 

Fine  Arts 

Lee  Smith 

Literature 

Joseph  Mitchell 

Literature 

Andy  Griffith 

Fine  Arts 


1985 

J.  Gordon  Hanes,  Jr. 

Public  Service 

Wilma  Dykeman 

Literature 

Dr.  Irwin  Fridovich 

Science 

Claude  R.  Howell 

Fine  Arts 


PUBLIC  SERVICE 
Joseph  M.  Bryan 


Joseph  M.  Bryan  receives  the  1986  North  Carolina 
Award  in  Public  Service  for  his  unselfish  leadership 
in  and  dedication  to  educational,  civic,  and  humani- 
tarian efforts  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  his  state. 
For  half  a  century,  as  an  insurance  and  broadcasting 
pioneer  and  executive,  his  generosity  and  concern 
have  touched  the  lives  of  many. 

Bom  in  Elyria,  Ohio,  Bryan  was  educated  at  the 
Mount  Hermon  Preparatory  School  in  Massachu- 
setts. On  the  outbreak  of  the  First  World  War,  he 
joined  the  army,  where  he  rose  to  the  rank  of  ser- 
geant. After  the  war  he  was  hired  as  a  clerk  in  a  New 
York  cotton  brokerage  firm.  In  1923  he  earned  a  seat 
on  the  New  York  Cotton  Exchange  which  he  would 
hold  for  thirteen  years. 

Bryan  met  and  married  Kathleen  Price  in  1927.  In 
1931  he  accepted  an  offer  to  work  for  his  bride's 
father,  Julian  Price,  founder  of  the  Jefferson  Stan- 
dard life  Insurance  Company.  Successively,  he 
served  as  Assistant  Vice-President,  Secret£u-y,  Vice-^ 
President,  Director,  and  board  member  of  that  com- 
pany. From  1952  until  1968  he  was  chairman  of  the 
executive  board  of  Pilot  Life  Insurance  Company, 
serving  as  honorary  chairman  after  1968.  He  has 
been  director  and  member  of  the  executive  commit- 
tee of  the  Jefferson-Pilot  Corporation  since  1968. 

A  pioneer  in  television  broadcasting,  Bryan  was 
president  of  the  Jefferson  Standard  Broadcasting 
Company  from  1945  until  1963,  when  it  was  re- 
organized as  the  Jefferson-Rlot  Broadcasting  Com- 
pany. Under  his  leadership  Jefferson-Standard  esta- 
blished the  first  television  station  in  the  Ceu-olinas, 
WBTV  in  Charlotte. 

Among  other  professional  activities,  Bryan  has 
served  as  director  and  director  emeritus  of  NCNB 
National  Bank  of  North  Carolina,  president  of  the 
American  Council  of  life  Insurance,  and  treasurer 
of  the  Atlantic  and  Yadkin  Railroad. 

Joseph  Bryan's  honors  and  awards  are  many  and 
varied,  reflecting,  as  they  do,  his  long  years  of  inter- 
est and  involvement  in  the  affairs  of  North  Carolina. 
His  monetary  grants  have  launched  a  young  musi- 
cian's competition  with  the  North  Carolina  Sym- 
phony, the  North  Carolina  School  of  Science  and 
Mathematics,  and  a  spacious  city  park  in  Greens- 
boro. Recipient  of  six  honorary  degrees,  he  has  also 
been  cited  by  organizations  as  diverse  as  Rotary 
International,  the  Greensboro  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, and  the  National  Recreation  and  Park  Asso- 
ciation for  his  activities.  In  1980  he  was  awarded  the 
"Order  of  the  Long  Leaf  Pine." 

Higher  education  in  North  Carolina  owes  much  to 
Joseph  Bryan.  Over  the  years  approximately  forty 
colleges  in  the  state  have  partaken  of  his  largesse. 
His  latest  gift  was  to  help  start  a  research  center  at 
Duke  University  for  the  study  of  Alzheimer's  dis- 
ease, an  illness  which  took  Mrs.  Bryan  in  1984. 

lb  Joseph  Bryan  good  citizenship  is  a  duty,  and 
we  are  all  called  upon  to  contribute  to  our  society.  "I 
hope  that  in  doing  these  things  I  can  contribute 
something  to  the  welfare  of  the  community  I  live  in. 
I've  tried  to  be  a  part  of  the  civic  life.  I  think  as  a 
citizen  it's  something  you  ought  to  do." 

Bryan  has  one  son  and  two  daughters.  He  resides 
in  Greensboro. 


The  Reverend  Billy  Graham  receives  a  special 
1986  North  Carolina  Award  in  Public  Service.  A 
worldwide  symbol  of  evangelism,  he  has  preached  in 
person  to  over  one  hundred  and  six  million  people, 
more  than  anyone  else  in  history.  Hundreds  of  mil- 
lions more  have  heard  him  through  television,  radio, 
print,  and  film,  in  every  comer  of  the  globe.  TVuly  he 
can  be  called  a  "citizen  of  the  world." 

Bom  and-  raised  near  Charlotte,  he  becaune  a 
committed  Christian  while  in  his  teens.  Ordained  by 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  1940,  Graham 
studied  scripture  at  Flordia  Bible  Institute  (now 
TVinity  College).  In  1943  he  graduated  from  Wheaton 
College  in  Wheaton,  Illinois,  and  married  fellow  stu- 
dent Ruth  McCue  Bell,  daughter  of  a  missionary 
surgeon  in  China. 

A  charter  Vice-President  of  Youth  for  Christ  Inter- 
national in  1945,  Graham  began  preaching  in  the 
post-war  years  to  audiences  all  over  America.  It  was 
during  a  tent  crusade  in  downtown  Los  Angeles  in 
1949  that  he  and  his  evangeUstic  team  were  launched 
into  worldwide  promience.  Originally  scheduled  for 
three  weeks,  overflow  crowds  came  to  the  meetings 
each  night  for  over  two  months.  Subsequent  cru- 
sades, both  in  the  United  States  and  overseas,  wit- 
nessed similar  enthusiasm.  In  1957  a  Graham  cru- 
sade ran  consecutively  for  sixteen  weeks  in  New 
York  City's  Madison  Square  Garden. 

In  1950  Graham  founded  the  Billy  Graham  Evan- 
gelistic Association,  headquartered  iij  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota.  His  weekly  "Hour  of  Decision"  radio 
program,  begun  that  same  year,  is  now  broadcast  by 
more  than  seven  hundred  stations  around  the  world. 
He  appears  regularly  on  prime-time  television  spe- 
cials seen  throughout  the  United  States  and  Can- 
ada. Some  two  hundred  newspapers  carry  his  daily 
coliunn,  "My  Answer",  with  a  combined  readership 
of  twenty-nine  million.  "Decision,"  the  official  mag- 
azine of  the  Association,  is  now  printed  in  ten  edi- 
tions and  six  languages. 

Of  his  thii1«en  books,  World  Aflame  (1965)  and 
Approaching  Hoof  beats:  The  Four  Horsemen  of  the 
Apocalypse  (1983),  were  both  included  for  several 
weeks  on  The  New  York  Times  Best  Seller  list. 
Other  volumes  include  Angels:  God's  Secret  Agents 
(1975),  which  sold  one  million  copies  within  ninety 
days  after  publication,  and  How  To  Be  Born  Again 
(1977),  which  had  the  largest  first  printing  in  pub- 
lishing history. 

Graham's  appeal  in  both  secular  and  religious 
spheres  is  evidenced  by  the  wide  range  of  groups 
that  have  honored  him.  These  recognitions,  includ- 
ing numerous  honorary  doctorates,  range  from  the 
Presidential  Medal  of  Freedom  to  the  Tfempleton 
Foimdation  Prize  for  Progress  in  Religion.  He  is 
listed  regularly  by  the  Gallup  Organization  as  one  of 
the  "Ten  Most  Admired  Men  in  the  World",  appear- 
ing in  that  poll  twenty-six  times  in  the  last  twenty- 
seven  years. 

Spanning  forty  years,  Billy  Graham's  ministry  is 
perhaps  at  its  pinnacle.  His  crusades  have  been  held 
in  every  state  in  the  United  States  and  in  more  than 
sixty-three  coimtries,  including  those  of  the  Eastern 
Bloc. 

The  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Graham  have  three  daugh- 
ters and  two  sons,  and  reside  near  Montreat  in  the 
North  Carolina  movmtains. 


PUBLIC  SERVICE 
Billy  Graham 


LITERATURE 
A.  R.  Ammons 


A.  R  Ammons  receives  the  1986  North  Carolina 
Award  in  Literature  for  a  native  North  Carolinian 
living  outside  the  state.  One  of  America's  most  pro- 
lific poets,  he  is  also  one  of  its  most  accomplished. 
His  experimental  style  owes  much  to  Ralph  Waldo 
Emerson,  Walt  Whitman,  and  the  traditions  of  nine- 
teenth century  transcendentalism. 

Bom  on  a  farm  near  Whiteville,  Ammons'  early 
experiences  in  his  "home  coimtry"  of  rural  Colum- 
bus County  would  help  fuel  his  poetic  imagination  in 
years  to  come.  He  recalls  those  times  in  later  poems. 

Graduating  from  high  school  in  1943,  at  the  height 
of  the  Second  World  Wair,  he  went  to  work  in  the 
shipyards  at  Wilmington.  In  1944  he  joined  the 
Navy  and  spent  nineteen  months  in  the  service. 

Returning  home  after  the  war  Ammons  entered 
Wake  Forest  College  with  the  intention  of  becoming 
a  doctor.  After  graduation  in  1949  he  served  as  an 
elementary  school  principal  in  Hatteras,  North 
Carolina,  before  entering  the  University  of  Cahfor- 
nia  at  Berkeley  in  1950  to  study  English. 

Ammons  had  always  been  interested  in  writing. 
Although  he  left  the  University  of  California  in  1952 
and  took  a  position  with  a  New  Jersey  medical  glass- 
ware firm,  he  continued  to  focus  his  free  time  on 
what  he  loved  most:  poetry.  In  1953  the  Hudson 
Review  published  two  of  his  poems,  and  his  first 
book  of  poetry,  Ommateum,  appeared  in  1955.  But  it 
was  in  1964  that  he  would  emerge  into  literary  pro- 
minence with  his  volvime,  Expressions  of  Sea  Level. 
It  was  there  that  his  readers  could  first  behold  his 
full  expression  of  the  Emersonian  longing  to  tran- 
scend this  world  and  grasp  a  higher  reality. 

Other  volumes  followed  in  quick  succession:  Thpe 
for  the  Turn  of  the  Year  ( 1965),  Corson 's  Inlet  ( 1965), 
Northfield  Poems  (1966),  Uplands  (1970),  and  Brief- 
ings: Poems  Small  and  Easy  (1971).  In  1972  most  of 
his  output  was  gathered  and  published  as  Collected 
Poems,  1951-1971,  which  volume  earned  him  a  Na- 
tional Book  Award. 

His  two-thousand  line  poem.  Sphere:  The  Form  of 
A  Motion,  published  in  1974,  brought  him  another 
National  Book  Award  nomination  and  the  BoUin- 
gen  Prize  for  Poetry  for  1974-1975.  Almost  Whitma- 
nesque  in  its  democratic  feeling.  Sphere,  according 
to  its  reviewers,  projects  Ammons'  idea  of  continual 
transcendental  motion  and  the  interworking  of 
relationships  in  the  universe. 

Since  1964  Ammons  has  been  a  professor  at  Cor- 
nell University  in  Ithaca,  New  York.  He  has  honor- 
ary degrees  from  his  alma  mater.  Wake  Forest  Uni- 
versity, and  the  University  of  North  Carolina. 
Recipient  of  a  Guggenheim  Fellowship  in  1966  and  a 
TVaveling  Fellowship  from  the  American  Academy 
of  Arts  and  Letters  in  1967,  he  has  also  received 
awards  and  prizes  from  the  National  Institute  of 
Arts  and  Letters  and  the  John  D.  and  Catherine  T. 
MacArthur  Foimdation. 

A  major  figure  in  contemporary  American  poetry, 
A.  R.  Ammons  combines  tradition  with  bold  experi- 
mentation. Like  his  mentors,  Emerson  and  Whit- 
man, poetry  for  him  is  a  means  to  express  what  one 
critic  has  called  "the  democratic  continuimi." 

He  is  married  to  the  former  Phyllis  Plumbo  of 
Northfield,  New  Jersey.  They  have  one  son  and 
reside  in  Ithaca,  New  York. 


Ernest  L.  Eliel  receives  the  1986  North  Carolina 
Award  in  Science  for  his  significant  contributions  to 
our  understanding  of  molecular  chemistry  and  his 
efforts  on  behalf  of  international  chemical  educa- 
tion. He  is  recognized  throughout  the  world  as  a 
pioneer  in  stereochemistry,  the  study  of  three- 
dimensional  shapes  of  molecules. 

A  native  of  Cologne,  Germany,  he  began  his  edu- 
cation there  before  traveling  to  Great  Britain  in  1938. 
He  finished  high  school  and  one  year  of  university  in 
Edinburgh,  Scotland,  in  1940.  Enrolling  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Havana,  Cuba,  in  1941,  he  received  the 
degree  of  Doctor  en  Ciencias  Fisico-Quimicas,  in 
1946.  In  1948,  he  completed  a  second  doctorate,  in 
organic  chemistry,  at  the  University  of  Dlinois. 

Prom  1948  until  1972  Dr.  Eliel  taught  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Notre  Dame  in  South  Bend,  Indiana,  where  he 
was  head  of  the  Department  of  Chemistry  from  1964 
until  1966.  Since  1972  he  has  been  William  Rand 
Kenan,  Jr.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  at  the  University 
of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill. 

He  has  held  visiting  professorships  and  lecture- 
ships around  the  world,  with  the  Royal  Spanish 
Chemical  Society  (Madrid),  at  the  University  of 
Madras  (India),  and  with  the  Chinese  Academy  of 
Sciences.  His  activities  in  Latin  America  are  particu- 
larly noteworthy.  Beginning  in  1962  he  was  able  to 
offer  short  courses  in  stereochemistry  and  confor- 
mational analysis  in  Mexico  City,  Guadalajara,  and 
Monterrey,  Mexico,  resulting  in  a  1983  study,  "Tbpi- 
cos  Modemos  de  Estereoquimica."  In  1965  he  was 
Pord  Foundation  Lecturer  at  San  Marcos  Univer- 
sity, Lima,  Peru,  and  later  helped  establish  graduate 
programs  in  stereochemistry  in  Colimibia. 

Dr.  Eliel's  volvune.  Stereochemistry  of  Carbon 
Compounds  (1962),  which  established  him  as  one  of 
America's  leading  chemists,  has  had  an  enormous 
resonance  in  organic  chemistry.  His  later  books 
include  Conformational  Analysis  (1965)  and  Ele- 
ments of  Stereochemistry  (1969).  In  addition,  he  has 
promoted  understanding  in  the  field  of  stereochemi- 
stry by  co-editing  the  series,  "Topics  in  Stereochem- 
istry" (sixteen  volumes  to  date)  and  through  a  large 
nimiber  of  articles  and  reviews  written  in  English, 
German,  French,  Eind  Spanish. 

An  outstanding  teacher  of  both  graduate  and 
undergraduate  students.  Dr.  Eliel  was  awarded  the 
Manufacturing  Chemists'  Association  College 
Chemistry  Tfeacher's  Award  in  1965.  In  1975  he 
received  the  Amoco  Teaching  Award,  largely  upon 
nominations  by  the  sophomore  classes  he  had  taught 
at  the  University  of  North  Carolina. 

Among  other  awards  and  honors.  Dr.  Eliel  has 
twice  been  recipient  of  a  Guggenheim  Fellowship.  In 
1968  he  received  the  Laurent  Lavoisier  Medal  from 
the  French  Chemical  Society.  Awarded  an  honorary 
Doctor  of  Science  degree  in  1983  by  Duke  University, 
the  citation  for  that  award  simis  up  in  part  the  tre- 
mendous contributions  he  has  made  to  scientific 
knowledge:  "in  the  field  of  stereochemistry,  you  have 
provided  us  with  keys  to  a  better  understanding  of 
the  activity  of  drugs,  hormones,  enzymes,  and  of  the 
life  process  itself." 

Dr.  Eliel  is  married  to  the  former  Eva  Schwarz. 
They  have  two  daughters  and  reside  in  Chapel  HUl. 
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FINE  ARTS 
Doc  Watson 


Arthel  "Doc"  Watson  receives  the  1986  North 
CaroHna  Award  in  Fine  Arts  for  his  consummate 
artistry  as  a  performer  and  interpreter  of  the  tradi- 
tional folk  music  of  the  rural  South.  He  is  a  virtuoso 
of  the  guitar  and  ranks  with  the  greatest  pickers  in 
country  music,  including  Chet  Atkins,  Merle  Travis 
and  Maybelle  Carter.  The  now  famous  Doc  Watson 
flat-picking  style  is  emulated  by  countless  aspiring 
guitarists  the  world  over.  As  a  singer,  he  possesses  a 
rich  resonant  North  Carolina  voice  and  infuses  his 
songs  with  great  warmth  and  vitality. 

Watson  was  born  in  1923  in  Deep  Gap,  North 
Carolina,  high  in  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains.  A  con- 
dition which  restricted  blood  flow  to  his  eyes  blinded 
him  before  he  was  a  year  old.  He  grew  up  amidst  the 
sounds  of  the  fiddle  and  banjo  and  the  old-time 
hymns,  ballads  and  love  songs  preferred  by  the 
sturdy  Scotch-Irish  folk  who  settled  his  homeplace 
in  present-day  Watauga  County.  He  readily  absorbed 
the  folk  songs  and  tunes  which  accompanied  his 
childhood  and  early  youth  as  well  as  the  popular  and 
country  music  available  to  him  on  the  radio  and  on 
phonograph  recordings. 

Doc  Watson's  career  as  a  professional  musician 
began  in  earnest  in  the  early  1960's  with  the  aid  of 
folklorist  Ralph  Rinzler  who  introduced  him  to 
urban  folk  music  audiences  at  the  Newport  Folk 
Festival  and  at  similar  gatherings  in  big  cities  and 
on  college  campuses.  Now  a  Deputy  Secretary  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  Rinzler  has  said  of  him, 
"He  is  one  of  the  deepest  people  I  ever  met.  I  think  it's 
a  function  of  having  a  brilliant  mind  and  being  able 
to  focus  in  a  way  that  sighted  people  can't." 

Over  the  past  two  decades,  Doc  Watson  has  tra- 
veled the  world,  once  making  as  many  as  225 
appearances  in  a  year.  Along  the  way  he  has 
recorded  thirty-five  albums  and  captured  three 
Grammy  Awards.  In  1971,  he  was  featured  on  the 
historic  "Will  the  Circle  Be  Unbroken"  album,  which 
teamed  some  of  country  music's  greatest  artists  with 
the  popular  folk-rock  group,  the  Nitty  Gritty  Dirt 
Band.  Recipient  of  an  honorary  degree  from  Appa- 
lachian State  University,  he  received  in  1983  the 
third  annual  North  Carolina  Prize,  awarded  by 
North  Carolina  newspapers  owned  by  the  New  York 
Times  Company. 

Though  the  traditional  music  of  home  remains  his 
first  love,  he  has  achieved  remarkable  versatility  as 
a  musician.  His  repertoire  is  vast  and  eclectic,  and 
ranges  freely  among  several  musical  idioms,  includ- 
ing blues,  ragtime,  jazz,  bluegrass,  country  and 
folk-rock. 

Throughout  most  of  his  touring  and  recording 
career.  Doc  Waston  was  accompanied  by  his  son 
Merle,  a  brilliant  and  respected  guitarist  in  his  own 
right.  Merle  died  tragically  in  an  accident  one  year 
ago.  With  great  courage  Watson  has  continued  to 
bring  the  music  he  and  Merle  have  made  famous  to 
their  legions  of  fans. 

Billboard,  the  trade  magazine  of  the  music  indus- 
try, has  written:  "Doc  Watson  is  a  genius  at  fusing 
the  simple  and  the  majestic."  This  characterization 
of  his  musicianship  might  just  as  accurately  des- 
cribe the  man  himself.  North  Carolina  is  indeed  for- 
tunate to  have  a  world-wide  ambassador  of  the  cali- 
bre of  Doc  Watson. 
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